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him more elevated and noble " ; his twenty-minute
address on the Millerand incident cc equalled the
finest classical orations " ; and his style, terse and
pithy, " was enriched, not blemished, by the music
of his lyricism.53 After twelve stormy sessions, the
congress adopted the principle of unity, and voted
to meet annually, establish a permanent committee
and exert moral suasion upon its newspapers and
elected representatives. In his enthusiasm, the
reporter allowed himself to predict that the entente
would prove permanent. It lasted eight months.
The second general congress, to which he was a
delegate, witnessed the scandal of an affray between
two brethren, one of whom was slashed across the
hand with a knife. Thereupon Guesde and his
retinue, the largest of the factions, walked out. At
the third convention, in 1901, it was the Blanquists
who seceded.1

This article was the shadow cast by an imminent
event. Two weeks later, on January 15, 1900, La
Revue Blanche printed M. Blum's farewell instalment
as literary editor. His desk was inherited on
February i by Andre Gide. On April I the
periodical published a dissertation by Leon Blum
on VArticle 7, an historical review of one section of a
law proposed in 1879 by Jules Ferry relative to the
secularization of higher education. With this essay
his career as a magazine contributor came virtually
to an end.2 The causes for his. retirement seem to

1  Alexandra Z&vaes, le Socialisme en France^ 1908.

2  La Revue Blanche was absorbed in  1903  by La Revue,,
which two years later became La Revue Mondiale. It flourished
until 1935*